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PRESS RELEASE 

ACALAN held a workshop on the Harmonisation of the Fulfulde, Hausa and Mandenkan Vehicular Cross border Languages.
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The African Academy of Languages (ACALAN), a specialized institution of the African Union, whose mandate mainly includes the  coordination of research on African languages, the development and the promotion of the use of these language in all the socio-economic domains organised planning workshops for the Fulfulde, Hausa and the Mandenkan Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions in Dakar, Abuja and Bamako respectively, between March and April 2010, with the support  of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The language commissions are, one of the working structures of ACALAN at grass-root level. The aim of the workshops was to identify priority areas and prepare plans that would guide their activities during their three-year mandate. These plans would be translated into projects to be implemented in collaboration with ACALAN’s strategic partners particularly UNESCO and ECOWAS. One of the areas that have been identified during the workshops was the Harmonization and Standardization of the orthographic systems of the Vehicular Cross-Border languages, to allow uniformity in the writing systems of these languages and as a way of facilitating the production of learning materials for mother-tongue literacy campaigns, which BREDA would like to undertake in partnership with ACALAN.
With the collaboration and support of the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in Africa (BREDA), the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL), the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) CONFEMEN
,the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) and the participation of ECOWAS the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN) accordingly organised a workshop on the harmonisation of the orthographic systems for Fulfulde, Hausa and Mandenkan Vehicular Cross-Border Languages between the 14th and 16th July 201, in Bamako. 
The workshop specifically aimed at reviewing the outcomes of earlier works on harmonization concerning these languages, to identify areas that still need to be addressed, and to recommend the way forward in terms of what needs to be done to address the lack of implementation of the decisions taken on earlier workshops.
The members of the Fulfulde, Hausa and Mandenkan Vehicular Cross-Border language Commissions drawn from nine mostly West African countries, namely Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Ivory Coast, Guinea Conakry, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and the Gambia, attended the harmonization workshop. In addition, there were representatives from some strategic partners of the African Academy of Languages, including UNESCO-BREDA, the UNESCO cluster office in Bamako.
The working groups per language Commission reviewed the outcomes of earlier works done on the Harmonization of Fulfulde, Hausa and Mandenkan Vehicular Cross-Border languages, identified areas that still needed to be harmonised, and recommended the way forward in terms of what needed to be done. The recommendations were submitted to ACALAN and its partners with a view to implementing them.

� Conférence des ministres de l'Education des pays ayant le français en partage.
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