ACALAN holds a capacity building workshop for the Cinyanja/Chichewa, Mandenkan and Somali Vehicular Cross Border Language Commissions. Lusaka, 11 – 12 October, 2011.

In accordance with the recommendations of the Planning Workshops for the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions that followed the operational workshops, the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN) in collaboration with the International Organization of the Francophonie (OIF) organised a capacity building workshop for the Cinyanja/Chichewa, Mandenkan and Somali Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions in Lusaka, Zambia, between October 11 and 12, 2011. 

The workshop had the following objectives:
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Create a common ground for the harmonization of the activities of the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions in relation to the development and promotion of African languages in general and the Vehicular Cross-Border languages in particular. 

(2) Build the capacity of the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions for optimal performance and define strategies for advocacy, project management, monitoring and evaluation as well as fund raising throughout the three year tenure of the Commissions.  

(3) Preparer and adopt a draft binding and working document on the functioning of the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions.

The workshop brought together members of the Cinyanja/Chichewa, Mandenkan and Somali Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions from Djibouti, Somali Regional State (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia), Somalia, Malawi, Mozambique, the Republics of Zambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Guinea Conakry, Ivory Coast. The participant from Mauritania, who is a member of the Fulfulde Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commission, was invited because he had missed the capacity building workshop that was organized for the Fulfulde, Hausa and Setswana Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions in Abuja, in December 2010. In total, Thirty (30) participants attended the workshop, including representatives from various governmental and non-governmental organizations such as the University of Zambia, and the media also attended the workshop. The presence of print and electronic media afforded the workshop an opportunity for publicity. 

The Honourable Minister of Chiefs and Traditional Affairs of the Republic of Zambia, Madame Inonge Wina officiated the opening ceremony of the workshop. In her opening remarks, the Honourable Minister stressed the role African Languages could play in bringing about the integration and sustainable development of Africa. Furthermore, she said that African languages needed to be harnessed and developed for use in the various sectors of the society. She categorically rejected “the generally held belief that our African languages cannot be used as instruments for scientific and socio-economic development.” The Honourable Minister urged Africans to learn from emerging world economies like Japan and China that have developed their own languages and are using them in the media, in education and other sectors in the society. She described language as a driving force and one of the greatest tools for achieving international cooperation. The honourable Minister continued to say that the development of the language or languages of a society had the potential to boost development on the continent. She finally reassured the availability of the government of the Republic of Zambia to support ACALAN’s activities. 
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The Executive Secretary of ACALAN, Professor Sozinho Francisco Matsinhe, during his opening remarks, recalled that the idea of holding capacity building workshops resulted from the recommendations of the planning workshops. He told the participants that ACALAN had deemed it necessary to organize this capacity building workshop, in collaboration with the International Organization of the Francophonie (OIF) that he thanked for their unfailing support to ACALAN. He said that the workshop would not only contribute to upgrading the capacity of members of the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions for optimal performance, but also to the cross-fertilization of ideas and experience sharing. Strategies about project planning, management, monitoring and evaluation, as well as advocacy and fundraising, were therefore to be defined during the workshop with the assistance of a facilitator. Finally, the Executive Secretary of ACALAN requested the Honourable Minister to accelerate the appointment of a Zambian National Language Structure to serve as ACALAN’s focal point in this country and to assist ACALAN in getting Zambia to ratify the Charter for African Cultural Renaissance. 

At the end of the two-day capacity-building workshop, a unified program of activities to contribute to achieving the aims and vision of ACALAN in establishing the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions was defined, and a sound evaluation and monitoring strategy was proposed and adopted for use. A draft binding and working document on the functioning of the commissions was also  prepared and adopted for use by the commissions.

Participants recommended similar capacity building workshops to be regularly organized as a way of sharing experiences amongst the Vehicular Cross-Border Language Commissions, which will allow the harmonization of their activities.
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