


RUM on MULTILINGUALISM

e Interpreter : a Multicultural



Depriving Others of a Voice

“We may formulate In precise language the
beliefs [.....] that the Andaman Islanders
emselves are quite incapable of

ressing [...] iIn words and are probably
vaguely conscious of [...].” (1922:



They all speak English...

« The need for lingua francas is obvious,
and pressure to findsangle lingua franca
IS a consequence, the alternative being
Xpensive and often impraticable multi-
Way translation facilities. » Crystal

Blouse: « powerful translators’ lobbies that
sl€fend the costly and cumbersome illusions
@imultilingualism. »



tercultural mediation: a broad
remit

« ranging frompur e language inter preting
to other tasks, such as culture brokering, or
ovide health care education.” (Verrept,
08).



y place for intercultural mediation
in CI?

“At first, he was rather popular, particularly wyoung
people in Akihabara who like reading mangas”.

“popular particularly in fact with the young geeais
Tokyo”.

gVoters think he is not fit to be PM. He Is outspok has
inade a number of daring statements and that he has
iiisrtead kanji in his speeches.”

gele Oiten makes politically incorrect statementd aoters
i€ElRe IS not really up to the job intellectualiyer a
MURBEr of Incidents of misreading the kanji chagesctn
MISAWEitten speeches”.



Interpreting as « reworking »

= “there I1s an economic crisis currently. The
crisis will end. Companies will expand
ain”

e crisis will come to an end one day
hen retailers must be ready to expand
markets.”



“The feasibility of role combination is questionapl

In principle, because it Is, in fact, difficult b a
helpmate to and even an advocate of those not

speaking the language of the country and still to

etain the objectivity and impartiality required to

Interpret well.” (Roberts, 1997, 20-21)

, ‘Interpreters cannot be expected to bear
the whole burden of the inter-lingual,
Intercultural communication” (Hale)



A User’s View

Tant gu’on me proposait des « interfaces »,
e me sentais en position d’'assisté. Le jour
U |'al eu des interpretes professionnels, j'ali
ouve ma dignite et je me suis senti sur
led d’egalité.



There Is no free lunch!

nvest in resource-intensive training

Interpreters well



“Use of Video Conferencing :
ODbjectives

Teaching tool, providing access to more
speakers/trainers/listeners: enriching the
pedagogical environment



EMCI Distance Teaching Project

led byBarbara Moser-Mercer

: DL—\/HQ@ b est practice for use of new technologies
[iRiEaUning and professional practice



Participants
Geneva ETI

Paris ESIT

Graz

Lisbon

ague

ean Parliament



March 2007 : Mother to child transmission
of HIV/AIDS

ctober 2007 : the Middle East
WMay 2008 : Biofuels
(Rlanned) November 2008: Poverty



Detalled script with precise times
ummary of interventions

t of speakers

reting assignments






Example: List of participants and speakers

Graz

Teachers:

Ursula Stachl-Peier, Yannick Quero, Dijana Glova*, Erich Prunc
(TBC)

ETI
Teachers:

Barbara Moser-Mercer, Sarah de Senarclensg@re Bali, Ana
Casades, Thomas Bernath

Speakers:

Barbara Moser-Mercer, &goire Bali

ESIT

Teachers:

e Donovan, Karla §ean, Fatima Khallouk, Andreja Montani

Salim Benbraham*



*Summary: Salim Benbraham

Mon intervention sera une réflexion sur une éventualité assez
peu évoquée en Occident (si ce n'est pour s'en indigner) lorsque
I'on parle du conflit israélo-palestinien: la disparition de I'Etat
d'Israél, et la création d'un seul Etat, I'Etat palestinien. Je parlerai
d'abord sommairement des solutions habituellement évoquées,
pour ensuite passer a cette hypothése et les arguments en
faveur de sa plausibilité, dont des exemples pris dans I'histoire
(Européens aux USA, Musulmans en Espagne, Francais en
Algérie, Britanniques en Inde), certains aspects de la situation
actuelle, et quelques évenements plus ou moins récents, dont
les accords d'Oslo et la guerre contre le Liban de I'année
derniere.

* Summary: Grégoire Bali

My intervention will be a general overview of the political
situation in the region in view of the upcoming Annapolis Peace
Conference proposed by the US. It will focus mostly on the
countries of the Levant: Syria, Lebanon, Palestine/lsrael, and
Irag. Students are advised to research the recent events that
took place/are taking place in this region, the Israeli violation of
Syrian airspace and bombing in the Northern city of Deir ez-Zor,
the Lebanese presidential elections and the key players in the
ngoing debate (the Zaims on the Lebanese political scene,

ely Saad al-Hariri, son of the assassinated ex-PM Rafic al-

I, Waleed Jumblatt, Samir Geagea, Michel Aoun, Speaker of
se Nabih Berri and the leader of HizbAllah, Hassan

). Focus on Palestine/Israel will deal with the division of
n vs. Fatahland, the ongoing negotiations between
ahmud Abbas and PM Ehud Olmert in the run up to
Peace Conference. On the Iraqi issue, | will

the resurging matter of Kurdish independence,
ions of Iraqi federalism.



Student Assessment

Students relatively relaxed — visibility good
= Sensitive to economic justifications

| x depens d'une des « joies » du métier
e, le deplacement et les voyages. »



Relative vulnerabllity of interpreter in VC
set-up (especially in remote interpreting)



Pedagogical Tool

Xposure to an authentic, stimulating working ditua
Qpportunity to practice techniques taught in classr
Setting

ange of speakers (and listeners)

Ihputand feedback from trainers at other Insoiodi
el from recruiters



Key Features: Checklist

Choice of topic: realistic, topical, of interest
Thorough preparation
Structured, well scripted conference design



Coordination and Human Resources

" |ntensive coordination and preparation
Availablility and class times

resence of technical and teaching staff
esource-intensive

lon to new technology



* Frequency of such VCs: regular feature

= \Web streaming for wider dissemination
Involvement of other institutions

tudent participation in debriefing

smission of floor and one/several booth



- opportunities for students to adapt to new
working conditions, to consider



